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FLYING SAUCER THEORY EXPLODED: 


MYSTERY OF BALL OF FIRE SOLVED 


By JAMES ELLIOTT “Leader _ to ader today, the Américan}i€ “pocketed through the ie at) 
Remember that blazing ball oC | Meteor Society disclose] that the) an estimated 26) miles a second 


fire that streaked across the skies) aerial flash- definitely Was ajfor 106 miles before burning out 
of Virginia and North Carolina in‘ meteor. over Virginia, about 12 miles 
#] February? | And -by taking: astronomical | above a point six miles east and) 


At the time, the phenomenon data, and adding a few mathemat-| one mile north of Fox Hill, Eliza-| 
stirred many an imagination into) ical calculations, the society can|beth City County, over lower! 
thoughts of {lying saucers, Andjtell you just about anything you! Chesapeake Bay. 
recent disclosures by the Air|would” like to know about the} Tts remains, if any, apparently) 
Fores that there might be some-) meteor, fell into the bay, the report said, | 
thing, after all, to those saucer and no fragments have been dis- 
sorties, raised a few more eye- ‘BASED ON 100 ACCOUNTS covered, | 
brows, The data is based on more than) ‘The meteor left a train of smoke 

Despite those anxieties and rev-| 160 accounts by persons in both! cloud, said the report, that lasted) 
elations, however, you can rest|States who saw the brilliant flash. | fully 15 minutes before diss? ipate | 
assuved that the gyrating, detonat-| It first came into sight when) ing 
tog fireball of February, 18 was! it was 73 mils in the air, the re-! 
not mysterious, port noted. From that point. twot 

In a report made to The News| miles south of Buffalo City, N. C., 


‘night,” the report continued, “it! 
would truly have been terrifying. 
from its brilliancy.” The fireball 
flashed into sight at 11:31 A, M., 
and was visible to residents of the! 
States despite the clear har 
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EXTRACT FROM STATUS REPORT # 6 


DATE: 20 Feb 52 

TIME (Local): 2330 

LOCATION: Stockton, Calif. 

LENGTH OF TLHE OBSERVED: Unknown . 4 

SOUND: Unknown 

SPEED: Unknown 

ALTITUDE: 9,000! (Est) 

EADIE: 90° 

SOURCE: AF Pilots 

ACTION OR CommTS: No conclusions. No investigation due to tiye lapse since report. 


DESCRIPTION OF INCIDENT: To e@ircraft pilots observed object described as 
"locomotive headlight" at sane altitude as a/c. Object 


accelerated ami climbed after crossing path of a/c. 
Possibility of other aircraf, in area was me gative. 
No radar returns. e 
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SPEROVED 1 JUNE 1948 
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i 
b3. .-Deseriptiont oe 
} > Pallets sighted an unidentified odject ying at approaimately the saue — i 
> Spitatude as their aircrafs.:, No specif ia shape sculd be determined. The only. _ 
; (fy grnbtdesable feature’ was a bright light much like the headlight of a locomotive = st 
"Sig y sxeepe the object projected no: beam but seemed to glow. within itself. Mo ij | 


features: xere*neted and the object. left ne visible trsil or exhausts 4 
he method of: ‘propulsion a not be determined bd either pilot. Ne aoe 


SPS 


apparent collision courses. “the ahgants was at the sane cltitede as “the S29 
“ ebecrvers" airoraft and from a distance of fifteon (15) te twenty (20):uilos.~ 
the object, appeared to be fifteen (15) inches in diameter. it did nct appear 
“to have any set course as it variably approashed and receded frem the observing 
aireraft. .Daring these moments the cbject appeared to grow dinmer as it recedsed* 
andi brighter-ea it approached. the aireraft.. after crossing in front cf the < 
observing’ sircraft at a diatanse of anprozinately seven (7) milea at. an approxi- 1 
mate:epeedef_cne-hundred eighty (180) miles per hour, it: suddenly turned. ta i 
‘an. Caster ly- heading, accelerated. rapidly“to. an estimated sight mmdred (300): 
- mtlee- per :hour and disappearsd, climbing at: an angle cf thirty (30) degrees. : j 
_» One .of-the. oteeryers, forasrty W navigator and familiar with celestial bodies, = 
. “definitely “stated othat the cbject was nct a star, planet or metecr.. Scuree® — 24 
ip: furbher-steted-that the stars’ were olsarly visible at all tines and ‘the ebjeot-” Ros) 

:¥ eres the ay detween the observers and the stars 


} degrees % firteen ost Sater ‘trelve=thcusand. Os 00) feet: tuo-hundred. <7 
280) degrsesi at Seoeey t tive {25% knots», Io, Sees meieorelogical:or: ov her 


eee Foleshaw’ pupeioct’ Soames: is available? Beene phstocrajbe: to 
‘one be tani object’. Sothsebservers are rated pilcts with a zocd 
amount Of flying experience. The evaluaticn cf this report is twofold ae - 
“ancther sircraft-aleo. reported ‘the stzatinz of this object.» Upen direction’ ‘of 
the Commandinz:Officsr, iether Air Ferce Sase, the nreparing officer preceeded i 
to dantltcn Air Boree 2ase,- California, to interview jot pilets cn the feasibility | 
! 
! 


} that the aforementioned chject could 2¢ the resuit.of a. jet afterburner. Tha - "~~ 
\ > Posudty om: this interview were negative. a enenk withthe Airoraft Tontrel* and 
: " Nerning. ee ie mater dir Force: fase on @& poarinie treaking. was also negatize. 
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THIS DOCLIMEM? CONTAING INFORMATION AFFECTING THE RATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT. S0U. 3. C— 
tore AND 22 AS AMENDED: ms Rrra peli i THE REVELATION CF*ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO 4N UNAUTRORIZED PERSON IS PROWIBITED BY LAW, 
PRODUC! WHOLE OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR AGENCIES, EXGEPT 8Y PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF 
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PPROVED | JUNE 1948 


SUMMARY: (Ante concise commary of repert, aa eel. ihn mage Selace Litt imaleruree ph lower left, Laghe tent of repert oa AF Fem 114—Pert iL) 
a cra 
Tate tion of Ca » Pilot, and Major RIORDAN, Co-pilot of 
B25 geec? on 20 Yotrmss 1952.8 On this date while flying at an altitude of 
_ mine thousand {Y;000) faet with an air sveed of one hundred sixty (160) miles 
per hour, the aforementioned officers sighted an uncenvantional airoraft, 


approximately five (5) miles west of Stockton California (37=54' 30"N = 322-21! 
30°§). Time of sighting was 2330 hours Pacific Stancard Time. “ 


APPROVED: 


Captain USAF 
Wing Intelligence Officer i 


RADED ATS xE ‘TR INTERVALS 
DOWNS ar 2 YEARS 
DOD DIR baud. oe 


NOTY THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN TNE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 30U.S.C— ~ 
31 ANO 32, AS AMENOED, ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW. 


IT MAY NOT GE REPROOUCED IN WHOLE OR IM PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PEAMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF | 
INTELLM@ENCE, USAF. 
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AFB MEX -— 

TO JEDEN/CG ADC ENT AFB COLCRADO SPRINGS COLO 
JEDAP/CHIEF AIR TECH INTFL CENTER URIGHT-PATTERSON e- 
INFO JEPHO/DIR ENTEL DCS/O HOS USAF 


JWFOB/CG EIGHTH AF CARSWELL ASB FT WORTH TEX 
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JEDMH/CG SAC OFFLUTT AF! NEER ‘ \ 
WW 
6D01 0996 PD ATTN DIR ENTEL PD IN ACCORDANCE WITH ICP HO SAF DTD 4 Sy 


MARCH 1951 THE FOLLOWI G REPORT Is SUBMITTED ON AN UNIDENTIFIED FLYING 
OBJECT AERIAL PHENOMENA SIGHTED BY PERSONNEL FLYING IN B-29 AIRCRAFT \ 
96983 ON 17 FEBRUARY 1952 PD AT APPROXIMATELY 90452 AIRCRAFT Wat FLYING aS 
AT A SPEED O¥ 192 TAS AT 12000 FT AT 3315N 1Ck1CW IN A SOUTHEASTERLY i 
DIRECTION AN A TRUE HEADING OF ALCUT 129 DEGREES PD AT THIS TINE CHA | 
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APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948 


AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT 


FROM (.Ayency) 


Wing Intelligence Officer 
iather Air Force Base, 


Pilote sighted an unidentified object which at first was believed to be a 
plane with one (1) landing light on or with a bright light in the nose. 
Object first appeared to be between Stockton and Sacramento, California. 

As the object approached the aircraft it appeared to become larger, brighter 
and more yellow in color. As the object passed in front of the observing 
aircraft the pilot stated that it was definitely not another aireraft. 


Path of Flights 


Object first came into view on an apparent collision course from a 
northerly direction. At this time observing aircraft vas at an altitude 
of nine thousand (9,000) feet over lit, DIARIO, California. lan aa contin 
ued on an apparent collision course for approximately eight (8) mimics 
during which time it climbed from nine thousand (9,000) feet to approxi- 
mately eleven thousand (11,000) feet where it seemed to pick up spped,. 
veer in an easterly direction and was lost from sight as observing air 
craft made a turn towards Sacramento California. Object was not sighted 
again as observing aircraft left the area for a siammlated bomb run on 
Mather Air Force Base. 


Weather Conditions: 


Weather in the area at the tine of observ.tions Temperature twelve 
(12) degrees centigrade, visibility unlimited; broken stratus at eight 

thousand (8,000) feet. fiinds aloft reports eight thousand (8,000) feet 
eight (8) knots at two hundred sixty (260) degrees; ten thousand (10,000, 
feet, fifteen (15) knots at two hundred eighty (230) degrees and twelve 

thousand feet, twenty five (25) imots at two hundred eighty (230) decrees. 
No known meteorlogical or other conditions prevalent during time of obser= 
vation existed. A hailstorm earliar in the evening left very clear skies. 


Sommentss 


No physical evidence is available (fragments or photographs) to com 
firm sighting. Both observers are rated pilots with a good amount of 
flying experience. ‘The evaluation of this report is twofold as another 
aircraft also reported the sighting of this object. 


MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U.S. C.— 
: THE MENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE 
= pete AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW, 


IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER, THAN ITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF 
INTELLIGENCE, USAF. . = 8 = 
2 UNCLASSIFIED - 
[al TY U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1e--O-918392 


¥ . 


“RF FORM 112—PART | 7 ‘Siew \\ wn Sosy oy 


APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948 


* Settee 

Tron (Awna) sng Intelligence Orricer 

Lats bis Coen 44 Pe v 
RLUATIO 


SUMMARY: fe eer me ‘Gies significance im final one-sentence paragraph. List inclonures at lower left. Deyin text of report om AF Form 1i#- Marti) | 


laterroqation of Captain BONTIGOMCRY, Richard J, AS 696789, United States 
Air force and Capteia satsIS, John nmi, AO 780451. Captain's 4aTAlus and 
WOTTGURLRE were pilot and coeplict of B25 aircraft macer 820, Sudject 
officers sighted an uncomrentionsl type alroralt after coupleting a cractice | 
radar bomb rum off of Pitsourg, California. <Alroraft wes at eigat thousand | 
foet (3,000) om a heeding of cighty two (2) decrees pre:ering to sake a tarn 
to a heading of seventy to (72) decrees toward Utockton sien slghting vas 
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| DISTRIBUTION BY ORIGINATOR 


NOTE THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 530 U.5.C.— 
31 ANO 22, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO ANUNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW. 
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES. EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF 
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| 1008001 zr u.s covennweny pminTins OFrICE . 1980 O—918331 


DIKECTION AN A TRUE HEADING OF ABOLT 120 DECREES PD AT THIS TINE CMA 
THE AIRCRAFT COMMANDER CMA THE INSTRUCTOR PILOT AND THE DOMBARDIFR ALL 
VISUALLY SIGHTED A BALL OF GREENISH BLUE FIRE LIGHT APPROXIMATELY 3 FT 
IN DIAMETER CMA APPROXIMATELY 1 MILE AHEAD TF AIRCRAFT AND AT ALOUT 
15000 FT ALTITUER PD ORJECT APPEARED TO BE TRAVELING IN A SOQUTHEASTER 


PAGE TWO JWFLK 109 


DIRECTION ON A STRAIGHT LINE TRAJECTORY CtiA AND WAS ONLY IN SIGHT FOR 
APPROXIMATELY 2 SECONDS PRIOR TO DISAPPEARING PD OBSERVERS STATEE THAT 
IT DID NOT APPEAR TO BE A METEOR AND THAT OBJECT DID NOT HAVE STREANERS 
OF SPARKS COMMONLY ASSOICATEE WITH METEORS PD INSTRUCTOR PILOT CHA A 
SQUADRON COMMANDER CMA AND OTHER OBSERVERS ARE ALSO EXPERIENCED AIR CREW 
MEMBERS WITH EXTENSIVE EXPERTENCE PD ALL OBSERVERS WERE IN NOSE SECTION 
OF AIRCRAFT AND AIRCRAFT WAS ON LET-DOWN TO WALKER RANGE STATICN AT 
COMPLETION OF ELEVEN HOURS AND 15 MINUTES OF FLYING TINE PD WEATHER 
SEQUENCES AT WALKER AFB AT O0830Z WERE CLEAR CMA 15 MIJES VISIEILITY 
CMA SEA LEAPEL PRESSURE 1010.2 MILLIEARS IVA TEMP 34 DEGREES F CILIA 

DEW PD 23 DEGREES CMA WINDS CALM CMA ALT SETTING 29.92 QUITH NO CHANCES 
FOR THE HOUR PD END | 

20/06015Z FEB JUFLK 


_ YOUR INFORMATION AND ACTIONs 
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ATIC TT 
CSAF ITEM 1 /SECRET/ 1p 43 
SECURITY INFORMATION 19 Feb 52 
CSAP ITEM 21 
TO ATIAA = 2C RUPPELT FROM AFOIN = /TC FOURNET ANTAA 
SUBJECT? UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT ; 
FOLLOWING MESSAFE RECEIVED FROM CGSAC, ni 
THEIR CABLE FLICON 121, DATED 17 FEB 52, Rh e7ay 
WHICH IN TURN RELAYED MESSAGE RECEIVED Wan HL aN 


FROM COARIRDIV 47, WALKER AFB NEW MEXICO, 

LATTER*S NO. 6DOI 385, MESSAGE AS FOLLOWS FOR 

Lia ix. +: - 
4s CAPT CALVIN W. PARKER AO-793627 AND 

LT COL WILLIAM E RIGGS aa99A, 

5, AIRCRAFT COMMANDER AND OBSERVER, 6. 3693 

7. OBA5Z 17 FER 52, 8, 33i5N-10a103, “> 23° ales SE 

9, 12,000FZET, sia i a cai 
10. APPROX 1 MILE AHEAD AT AIRCRAFT, 11. 15, 000FEET, 

12. UNUSUAL AERIAL PHENOMENA AT 08&5Z 17 

FES THE AIRCRAFT WAS AT 3315-N-1041W AT 12, OQO0FEET. 

AT THIS TIME THE PILOT SEIGHTED A BALL oF 

CREEN BLUE FIRE LIGHT APPROX 3 FEET IN DIAMETER, 

WITH A TAIL OF 15 10 20 FEET. STARTING 

AT APPROX 15,COOFEET ALTITUDE THE BALL PASSED 


| BOUT 4 MILE AHEAD OF THE AIRCRAFT. © THE. ccaapup aT 327." TERY ALS: 


RA SSIFIED AFTER 12 YSALR 
BALL STAYED IN SIGHT ABOOUT 2 SECONDS. DEC. FIED ie Tae 


-——minn 


LOCATION SHOULD READ AS FOLLOWS$ BSLS-N-ASE LOY mn + 


RE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


—e, sk de y i. 
CSAF ITEM & ierenere” _ UNCLASSIFIED A TIAA 
ATIAA@2C RUPPELT FR AFOIN-V /TC FOURNET 0-51, 
i 21 Feb 52 
FO OUR ITEM 4 TT 19 FEB 52, CSAP ITE 4 
IN PAR 12 THE CORRECT ASTIAA 


oo 


eND csAF itkm 4 QaestRreteey) ;.... 


MOT ROC Y 
PNA LE HD 


DOWNGRADED 4 os 
Ar aq AT 3 Y. ” 
DECLASSTFTEN AP EER SERV AL : 
Dov Dir §209,79° *22 
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EXTRACT FROM SUATUS REPORT fk 


Date: 17 Feb 52 

TINE (Local): 0145 

LOCATION: Roswell, i. Hex. 

LENGTH OF TLE OBSERVED: 2 Sec. 

SOUND: lone 

SPEED: Unknown 

ALTITUDE: Above 

HEADDG : 135° 

SOURCE: B-29 crow manbers 

ACTION OR COMENTS: Green Mvebsil phenomena, No concluasi ons., 


DESCRIPTION OF INCIDENT: Greenish-blue ball of fire was observed by a 29 crew. 
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WEADOUARTERS UWITED STATES AIR FORCE | 
THE INSPECTOR GENERAL 

OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS 

REPORT OF INVESTIGA 


PERIOO 
a7 Webruary 1951 
OFFICE OF ORIGIN 
DO 5, ri. 
STATUS | 
REFERRED UPON COMPLETION | 


ASPTAL OBALGT (Unidentified) 
Norfolk, Virginia 
‘obruary 195 2 


t= Prttersgon ARB 


THARACTER 
SPSCTAL THIGUTRY 
REFERENCE 
WONS = This is an initial report 
SYNOPSIS 


Invest4 
F Arent’ JA‘ ves, bo 75, ge: 
Dayton, Ohio. Unidentified avrinl object 
ported to have exploded near Yorfolk and 
' quont iavestisation under jurisdic! 

ys a Stubes Goast ¢ eanlted in det 
YF tic aerial ob heorit 
whon cutering the earth's atmosph 


& 
1 exploded 


pRvVAr. 

7 3 YHAR yt ‘ 

DOWNGRADED 2) RETER 12 YEARS. 
‘poy DIR 6200. 10 


APPROVED 


elbow R. B ext 

vs DUIGHT J SCOVETL 
Lt Colonel, USAF 
DISTHICT COMMAN LE 


hae 


STEER torn 
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DISTRIBUTION FILE STAMP \ 
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DOWNGRADED UNCLASS 


To 


, ( 
Filo: 24-60 


UNCLASSIFIED 
DETAILS: 


1. This investigation was si ung tSncs by the telophonic request 
of Special Agont JANUS T BOYCE, DO 75, wriehb-Patterson A¥s, Deyton, 
Ohio. This district was roquested to investicate resorts that a "ball 


of fire" was sighted near Vorfolk, Virginia by \r SMM tho 0.5. 
Voather Bure. 


AD NORFOLK, , VIRGIN TA 


2. On 27 Febrvary 1951 inauiry at the Wiers of Mie United 
States Veathor Burenu, revealed that the only person know eee 
was ES “eas Ruresauts Groeasburo, North 
Carolina Cffice. Weather Bureau persoanel advised that the sighting of 
an unidentified aerial object had been iavesticated by the Ue 8. Const 
Cuord ot Norfolk on 18 Fobrunry 1952. 


3. Om 27 February 1951, contact with V4 EAT, RSTTHSROT of the 
U. S&S. Const Guard, revealed that thoir office had nebed oan toe coordinat- 
ing agenoy for an air search and investigation following reesinpt of a 
report that a "jet plane" had exalodad in flicht over %y 
Virginia at about 1145 hours 18 “ebruary 1952. Review of the Const Guard 
log book revealed the following sequence of events: 


"18 February 1952 


1155 hours ~ Received call from Lan: sley AFB that a tr. aes 
) at Vhaleyville, Ya. reported he saw a jet eirera’t explode over 

Wanloyville et 1145 hours. Tmnedintely vectored all available Air Force, 
Wavy Wra"coast Tuard aircra?t to tae scene and started search of Disnal 
Swamp area. A ‘irs GERM) ceallod from Nolland, Ya. and resorted sce- 
ing a white flash above her at 1145 md saw pieces falling to the ground. 
Preliuinary reports from Air Search negative. Nelicopter londed and inter- 
views with QyggiPPand le veveclod no torther inforastion. 


1500 hours - Norfolk CAA reports tiat pilot of astern Air 
Lines Vligcht 602 reported that he was clinbinz on a south heading just 
south of Lake Drunond on tic Virvinin State line and noticed a bright 
flash psss ahead end pbove his vlanc. Tuitisl sighting was 80? above 
horizon and flash continued until it disapoeared at a voint of f his left 
wing at about 20° ahove the horizon. A trail of black smoke was left in 
tae wake of the flasie Pilot stated tho sichting was "some kind of 
conet". 


1501 hours - Norfolk and Richmond Soi graphs reported a 
disturbance soxth of Yorfolk Petween 1150 and 1200 hours. 


1595 - lir@ at Worfolk vs 
ation on his Sesismograph et about 1100 ho 
the barograph at 1145 hovrse 


her hureau reports a devi- 
S and a pressure sures on 
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AT S$ YF " 
BCLASSIFTED Apy At * INTERVALS, 
DOD Dik jz 200.8" 2 YEARS 


Filer 24-60 
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1581 = Associated Press reported that the .catver Buroau 
at Creenshoro reported sigiting a netoorite which exploded approxi nately 


109 miles Worth- orth “ast of Greensboro at an altitude between 40,000! 
and 80,000'. 


1552 - Captain HIMsT, District Tatellipence Office, Sth 
Viaval District, oarsed ovaluntion of incident as a neteorite sisting. 


1600 - Air search terminated with necative report regarding 
sightings on ground.” 
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